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Today’s Discussion

• Flood Map Revision Basics

• 2024 Map Revisions:  Affected Areas and Anticipated Impact

• Processes for Updating Flood Zone Determinations

• Challenges & Industry Efforts to Improve Data Accessibility & Delivery



THE BASICS



Flood Map Revisions:  The Basics

Who Initiates

Types

How Often

• Community

• FEMA

• Community through 
technical partners

• Physical Map Revision (PMR)

• Letters of Map Revision (LOMR)

• Based on time 
constraints and budgets

Where

• All across the U.S.



Flood Map Revisions:  Who Initiates?

Who Initiates

Types

• FEMA

• Community

• Cooperating Technical Partners (CTP) 

Program

o Communities

▪ e.g., City of Dallas

o Regional Agencies

▪ e.g., San Antonio River Authority

o State Agencies

▪ e.g., Texas Water Development Board

▪ https://www.floodmaps.fema.gov/fhm

/CTPList/ctp_list.asp

https://www.floodmaps.fema.gov/fhm/CTPList/ctp_list.asp
https://www.floodmaps.fema.gov/fhm/CTPList/ctp_list.asp


• FEMA is required to review a community’s 
flood maps every five years.

• Based on time constraints and budgets

Flood Map Revisions:  How Often?



• One or more map panels are physically 

revised and republished

• Used to change flood hazard zones, 

floodplain and/or floodway delineations, 

flood elevations, and/or planimetric 

features

• Community comment period and a six-

month compliance period to update 

ordinances while the new maps are 

printed and distributed

Types: Physical Map Revision (PMR) 
Broward Panel: 186J effective July 31st, 2024 Broward Panel: 186H effective August 18th, 2014 



• Allows FEMA to revise flood hazard 
information on an NFIP map via letter 
without physically revising and 
reprinting the entire map panel

• Takes less time and is less expensive 
than a PMR

Key snapshot from excerpt Excerpt from Multi-page LOMR PDF

Types: Letter of Map Revision (LOMR) – 

Annotated Map Enclosure

• Revises a portion of the effective NFIP 

map according to requirements and 
procedures outlined in Part 65 of the 
NFIP regulations



• LOMRs include:

o Revised portion of the flood hazard map

o Affected flood profiles

o Floodway data tables 

• LOMRs like PMRs are used to:

o Change flood hazard zones 

o Floodplain and/or floodway delineations 

o Flood elevations 

o Planimetric features

• Intended for:

o Small areas of change, and

o Areas where flood hazards are typically 

decreasing

Excerpt of Revised Area from 7/10/2018 LOMR Excerpt of 11/16/2011 Flood Map

Types: Letter of Map Revision (LOMR) – 

Annotated Map Enclosure



• FEMA charges the requesters of LOMRs a 

fee for review of the flood hazard data 

submitted in support of certain types of 

requests such as those concerning 

structural measures 

• As with PMRs 

o A LOMR must be requested through the CEO of 

the community 

o Community responsible for the adoption of the 

revised flood hazard information into the 

ordinances and regulations

Types: Letter of Map Revision (LOMR) – 

Annotated Map Enclosure

Cover from 38-Page PDF

2 of 6 Revised Flood Maps

Map Panel Title 
Block Reflecting 

LOMR



• Across the U.S.

• All U.S. Territories

• Where to check the status 
of  requests

o Community's Floodplain 

Administrator

o Flood Map Changes Viewer

o Mapping Information 

Platform (MIP) Studies 

Tracker

o Check the Status of Ongoing 

Map Revisions

o Federal Register

o FEMA Map Information 

eXchange

Flood Map Revisions:  Where?

Flood Map Change Viewer

Mapping Information Platform Studies Tracker

https://fema.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=e7a7dc3ebd7f4ad39bb8e485bb64ce44%5C
https://www.arcgis.com/home/webmap/viewer.html?useExisting=1
https://www.arcgis.com/home/webmap/viewer.html?useExisting=1
https://www.arcgis.com/home/webmap/viewer.html?useExisting=1
https://www.fema.gov/flood-maps/change-your-flood-zone/status
https://www.fema.gov/flood-maps/change-your-flood-zone/status
https://www.federalregister.gov/agencies/federal-emergency-management-agency
https://www.floodmaps.fema.gov/fhm/fmx_main.html
https://www.floodmaps.fema.gov/fhm/fmx_main.html


THE IMPACTS



Impact of Flood Map Revisions

Volume

Insurance 
Changes

Tracking



Before vs. After

Broward County, FL - 12011C0540H
Effective August 18, 2014

Broward County, FL - 12011C0540J
Effective July 31, 2024



2024 FIRM Revisions
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2024 Map Revision Totals
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Further Perspectives on Flood 
Determination Revision Processes

The NFA conducts an Annual Survey of flood zone 

determination company members to collect data relative to 

the volumes of flood determinations produced, tracked and 

reviewed over the course of the subject year.  This data has 

proven beneficial for FEMA, Congress and other flood industry 

stakeholders in understanding the usage of FEMA data, the 

support of Mandatory Purchase requirements and other 

processes utilizing flood hazard data. 

NFA member companies produce over 90% of U.S. flood zone 

determinations performed and distributed annually.



“Life of Loan” Flood Determination Tracking
Flood Zone Determination Companies offer “Life of Loan” tracking services to identify and provide updates 

to flood map, flood zone, Base Flood Elevation and/or insurance requirements due to FEMA Flood 

Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) revisions.  At the end of 2023, NFA Member Companies reported that they were 

collectively tracking 183,407,866 flood certifications.

 

          

           

           

           

                                            

                        



Life of Loan Determinations Impacted by 
FIRM Revisions

 

         

          

          

          

          

          

          

                                            

                              

Of the >183M flood certifications being tracked, 2,846,573 determinations were revised in 2023 as a result of 

FEMA flood map revisions.



Life of Loan Determinations that Experienced 
Status Change as a Result of FIRM Revisions

 

       

         

         

                                            

                                                           
                                  

Of the 2,846,573 flood certificates impacted by flood map revisions in 2023, only 99,719 (3.5%)  had a change to 

status (“out” vs. “in”).  51,975 of these moved from “out” to “in” the SFHA, triggering the mandatory purchase 

of flood insurance requirement; 47,706 moved from “in” to “out”.



THE CHALLENGES



Challenges Presented by Map Revisions

• “Feast or Famine”

• Size of revision – geographic area, population

• Notifying borrowers and supporting lenders’ compliance with 
regulatory timelines

• Delivery timing for new flood maps and subsequent revalidation 
letters



2024 Physical Map Revision Statistics*

Revision Date COMM COUNT PANEL COUNT

1/11/2024 42 343

1/25/2024 14 114

2/8/2024 49 520

2/22/2024 35 298

3/13/2024 43 432

3/27/2024 33 335

4/11/2024 35 258

4/25/2024 62 530

5/8/2024 58 663

5/22/2024 18 200

6/6/2024 34 314

6/20/2024 113 1137

TOTALS 536 5144

First Half 2024

Revision Date COMM COUNT PANEL COUNT

7/3/2024 42 60
7/17/2024 154 688
7/31/2024 189 667
TOTALS 385 1361

*Courtesy of CoreLogic

       H                 …



mapping@nfaflood.com

info@nfaflood.com

www.NFAflood.com

CONTACT US



THANK YOU

NFAflood.com
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